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"Our next campus-wide push is creating common first semesters for
clusters of programs (meta majors) that have enough curricular overlap
that we can construct a common first semester for students who think
they might be interested in a range of distinct possible outcomes. Up to
now, our creation of pathways for each of the 200 or so programs
made no specification of particular GE courses. With the example tree
structure shown below, the student effectively spends the semester
deciding which fork in the path to chose. This allows for specification of
GE courses early in the tree diagram and once all forks are traversed
the student who choses to follow a PMAP will have more unconstrained
choices. The forks are built-in “major change” structures within
metamajors. Across meta-major or other pathways there has been no
broad discussion about integrating change processes in our GP efforts
(though I’m sure there is always discussion about this. Our counselors
are very good)

Development of the PMAP for each meta major (or at least common
first semesters) will be a prerequisite to manage the newly circulating
plan of providing an OPT-OUT schedule strategy."

Bob White, Butte College Physics Instructor
Curriculum Chair, Academic Senate Vice-President, Guided Pathways
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